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Introduction 
Organized jointly by the Chrysotile Institute and the 
International Chrysotile Association, the Montreal 
International Conference will allow us to:

- Get an update on recent chrysotile studies

- Learn about new unpublished data

- Shed new light on the situation of different 
chrysotile-producing and chrysotile-using countries

 



Over a dozen speakers from Russia, the U.S.A., Canada, 
India, Europe and Latin America will present the results 
of their research or provide an overview of the situation 
in their countries. The Conference will be chaired by  
Dr. Jacques Dunnigan,Ph.D., Toxicologist.

The Montreal International Conference is intended 
for researchers, producers, users, industry leaders, 
government agencies, as well as unions and  
labour representatives.



Dates and Location
May 23 and 24, 2006
Fairmont The Queen Elizabeth Hotel
900 René-Lévesque Blvd. West 
Montréal, Québec, Canada, H3B 4A5 
Telephone:	514 861-3511 
Fax:	 514 954-2296

Simultaneous Translation
Simultaneous translation in four languages:  
English, French, Spanish, Russian

Registration 
To take advantage of a special hotel rate, please fill out 
the form attached and return it before March 1, 2006.  
Please use one form per participant. You can make  
as many photocopies of the form as you need.  
You may also register online at  
www.chrysotile.com/montrealconference. 

Please send the form along with your payment  
to the following address:

	 Secretariat 
	 Chrysotile Institute 
	 1200 McGill College Avenue 
	 Suite 1640 
	 Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
	 H3B 4G7

You will receive confirmation of your registration by  
e-mail as soon as your form is received and processed.

Cost per participant: 
US$400 or CAD$450 (for Canadian residents),  
which gives access to all Conference sessions and 
includes documentation and presentations, as well  
as simultaneous translation, lunches, snacks,  
the cocktail and the dinner.



Accommodations 
You may fill out the enclosed room reservation form and 
return it directly to the hotel. A number of rooms have 
been reserved for Conference participants. However,  
due to other events taking place at the same time,  
the hotel will not guarantee the availability of these 
rooms after March 1, 2006. Therefore, we recommend 
making reservations prior to that date.

General Information
All documentation will be handed out to participants at  
the conference.

After March 15, 2006, we will not accept cancellations 
or give refunds, except if a participant is being replaced 
by another and a request is made in writing. 

All correspondence concerning the conference should  
be addressed to Secretariat, Chrysotile Institute,  
1200 McGill College Avenue, Suite 1640, Montréal, 
Québec, Canada, H3B 4G7, or to info@chrysotile.com,  
or by fax at 514 877-9717.



Preliminary Agenda
Day 1 – A. M.
07:30 – 08:30	 Registration
08:30 – 09:00	 Welcome Address

Jacques Dunnigan, Ph.D. 
Chairperson of the Conference

Government Dignitaries

First Session
09:00 – 09:30	 Biopersistence studies  

and their significance
David Bernstein, Ph.D.
Toxicologist, Switzerland

09:30 – 10:00	 Review of the evidence published  
after 2000 up to the present
Suresh H. Moolgavkar, Ph.D.
Professor, Epidemiology 
U.S.A.

10:00 – 10:30	 EPA’s 1986 risk assessment model in  
light of epidemiological evidence:  
a reality check		
Michel Camus, Ph.D.
Ministry of Health 
Canada

10:30 – 10:45	 Questions & Answers
10:45 – 11:15	 PAUSE
11:15 – 11:45	 Changing trends in mesothelioma  

incidence
Hans Weill, M.D. 
Tulane University School of Medicine,  
U.S.A.

11:45 – 12:15	 Mesothelioma and chrysotile in Russia
Sergey V. Kashansky, Ph.D. 
Research & Health Protection of  
Industrial Workers, Russia

12:15 – 12:30	 Questions & Answers 
12:30 – 14:00	 LUNCH

Day 1 – P.M.	
Second Session
14:00 – 14:30	 Current use and health significance of  

the modern use of chrysotile products:  
review of recently published evidence
John Hoskins, Ph.D.
Independent Toxicologist, 
United Kingdom

14:30 – 15:00	 Chrysotile: Russian experience in  
occupational health
Nikolai F. Izmorov, M.D.
Head, Russian Occupational Health Institute	

15:00 – 15:30	 Perception and facts: chrysotile in  
Latin America
Luis Cejudo Alva, Arch.
Consultant to the Instituto
Mexicano de Fibro-Industrias, A.C., Mexico

15:30 – 16:00	 India: the safe use approach  
of chrysotile
Vivek Chandra Rao, M.D.
Hyderabad Industries, India

16:00 – 16:15	 Questions & Answers
16:15 – 16:45	 PAUSE
16:45 – 17:15	 Chrysotile: still alive in the U.S.A.

Bob J. Pigg
President, AIA/NA,  
U.S.A.

17:15 – 17:45	 Asbestos: a danger for your health  
or for your wealth?
Prof. John Bridle
President, Asbestos Watchdog 
U.K. 

17:45 – 18:00	 Questions & Answers
19:00	 COCKTAIL AND DINNER

DAY 2 – A.M.	
Third Session
09:00 – 09:30	 Chrysotile-cement handling and fiber  

emissions
Denis Hamel
Consultant, HEC, Canada

09:30 – 10:00	 The role of dose reconstruction and  
simulation studies in understanding  
historical exposure to asbestos
Dennis C. Paustenbach, Ph.D.
C.I.H., DABT, Toxicology
President, ChemRisk, U.S.A.	

10:00 – 10:30	 Government-Industry Agreement:  
concerted plans for the safe use of chrysotile 
in Mexico
Sra Rocio Alatorre Eden-Wynter
Biologist, Ministry of Health
COFEPRIS, Mexico

10:30 – 11:00	 Non-malignant consequences of decreasing 
asbestos exposure in the Brazil chrysotile 
mines and mills
Ericson Bagatin, M.D., Ph.D.
Occupational Health Department
State University of Campinas
Brazil

11:00 – 11:15	 Questions & Answers
11:15 – 11:45	 PAUSE

Fourth Session 
Chairperson: Clément Godbout
11:45 – 12:15	 The Canadian policy on chrysotile

Speaker: TBC
Canada

12:15	 Closure
Clément Godbout
Chairman, Chrysotile Institute
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Fourth Session 
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12:15	 Closure
Clément Godbout
Chairman, Chrysotile Institute

*There will be a pre-registration period on the previous evening,  
May 22, 2006, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the hotel’s Convention Level.


