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Dr. Dennis Paustenbach is currently the President of ChemRisk, a human and ecological risk 
assessment consulting firm with four offices nationwide.  He was previously the President of 
McLaren-Hart, a 600 person consulting environmental engineering firm and was a Vice 
President at Exponent (formerly Failure Analysis Associates).  He was the founder of 
ChemRisk, the largest risk-assessment consulting firm in the U.S. during the 1990’s and has 
resurrected the firm as of June 2003.  He earned a BS in Chemical Engineering, an MS in 
industrial hygiene/toxicology, and a Ph.D. in Environmental Toxicology.  He is board-certified 
in toxicology, industrial hygiene, and safety and has more than 20 years of experience in risk 
assessment, environmental engineering, ecotoxicology, and occupational health.  Dennis has 
specialized in exposure assessment and dose reconstruction for much of the past 15 years and 
has published about 40 articles and 7 book chapters on the topic.  He has presented guest 
lectures and short courses on exposure assessment throughout the United States and at least five 
other countries.  He has been an adjunct professor at several universities and was a visiting 
scholar at the Center for Risk Analysis at Harvard.  Dennis has directed consulting activities for 
nearly 700 risk assessments and has published more than 250 peer-reviewed manuscripts in this 
and related fields.  He is the editor of the most popular text book on risk assessment, “Human 
and Ecological Risk Assessment: Theory and Practice.”  Dr. Paustenbach was identified as the 
best Risk Practitioner within the Society of Risk Analysis in 1998 and was awarded the Arnold 
J. Lehman award by the Society of Toxicology in 2002 in recognition of his contributions to 
the field of risk assessment.   


